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THE PRISONER OF SIAN

THE trap had closed, and Chiang Kai-shek was in it.
Sian took the news with commendable calm; the
arrest of the Generalissimo was a startling enough
event, but on the whole it had been done remarkably
smoothly. What would happen next was anybody's
guess.
Inside Sian martial law reigned all day. Shops put
up their shutters; banks were closed; business was at
a standstill for a whole morning. But by the after-
noon, people were once more moving about the
streets, though any group might be stopped and
searched by soldiers. There was very little looting,
and no panic at all after the first alarm.
Exaggerated accounts from foreigners who were
in the city at this time describe a reign of terror, in
which no man dared move abroad and no foreigner
was safe from assault. The only foundation that
possibly existed for these alarmist stories was a tragic
incident that occurred early in the morning, when a
young German dentist, Dr. Wunsch, left his house
against the advice of all his friends and ventured out
into the streets. He knew no Chinese; and when he
was ordered back at a crossing, did not understand,
and walked directly into a line of fire. He was hit by
three machine-gun bullets, and was carried back to
his house, where he died shortly afterwards. This
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